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Executive Summary

Information and Telecommunication Cooperation in
Preparation for the Reunified Korea

Youngse Kim

It is hoped that the South and the North Korea be reunified thanks to new
detente and remarkable progress in South-North exchanges. Hence, it is
imperative to prepare for the integration of individual sectors between the
South and the North. In particular, the information and telecommunications
sector is one of the major determinants of magnitude and speed of mutual
exchanges and economic cooperations. The purpose of this research is to
propose cooperations and action plans for the information and telecommucations
sector in terms of establishment of backbone networks, construction of
telecommunications infrastructure and realization of information society.

The results of this research can be summarized as follows. First,
cooperative efforts should be made in multi-dimensional directions. Concrete
actions should include the support of KEDO telecommunications, construction
and operation of South-North official telecommunication lines, cooperations
between Ministry of Information and Communications and Ministry of Postal
Services, cooperations of telecommunications for Mt.Kum-Kang tour.

Second, right after the reunification investments should be concentrated on
the construction of WLL networks, which must be connected to wired
networks in the longer run. The main merit is low investment cost and ease
of construction. Since the North is mountainous, supplements using GMPCS
and satellites should be also considered.



Third, the united Korean government should follow the global trend of
privatizing public enterprises and introducing competitions in the information
and telecommunications sector. Such a policy will lead to provision of varied
and convenient services. However, in the short and medium run after the
reunification, market leaders such as the Korea Telecom and the SK Telecom
should be encouraged to play a critical role in constructions of wired and
wireless networks.

Fourth, two governments must improve the legal and institutional systems
to expedite non-military-purpose human and material exchanges.
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