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Executive Summary

The Assessment & Implication of OECD

Recommendations on Korea s Environment

Chang -In Yoon

A total of 60 environment-related rules exists in OECD as
Decisions and Recommendations, out of which Korea agreed to
observe 12 rules conditionally and the others unconditionally in
December, 1995.

In the area of chemical products, Korea has submitted an
annual report to the OECD’ s Environment Protection Committee
describing the status of implementation as required by the rules.
After the accession to the OECD, Korea has legislated and
modified related domestic laws to observe its commitment to the
OECD. For example, self-confirmation system and a protection
device to safeguard business secrets were introduced in 1999.
Korea will, hopefully, submit its final report in the first half of 2001
confirming Korea has successfully implemented those OECD rules
related to chemical products.

In the area of waste management, Korea modified the rules
related to the movement of waste among nations, and in 1999

fulfilled the compulsory requirement to write an international
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waste classification code. Those measures on testing hazardous
natures will be enacted after the Environment Protection
Committee has integrated the waste management rules with the
Basle Convention.

There are no problems in the observance of 48 unconditional
rules, which are Recommendations rather than Decisions. Korea's
Ministry of Environment has modified so far those domestic rules
and laws which had some problems at the time of accession.

Korea's efforts to implement those OECD rules contributed to
the advancement of Korea’'s environmental policy, and
rearrangement of its environment-related structures and systems.
Especially, Korea’s chemical product and waste management
system has been up-graded to the levels of the OECD countries as
a result of its endeavors to keep up with the OECD’s
Recommendations and Decisions.

Korea is acting vigorously to solve its environmental problems
neglected in the early years of its economic development. Almost
all of the environmental legislation now in use has been adopted
or updated over the last 10 years. Now, the enforcement of these
rules should be emphasized and local governments are expected
to increase their roles thoroughly in implementing these

environmental policies.
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