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Executive Summary

OECD Issues on Trade and Competition Policy
and Implications for Korea

Mikyung Yun- Jongkeun Kim- Yongsook Na

The OECD has pronounced competition policy to be an important
trade issue of the 1990s and by establishing a specialized working
group, has been a forerunner in providing a forum to discuss the
relationship between trade and competition policy. This report
examines salient aspects of the discussion— multilateral agreement
and other forms of international cooperation with respect to
competition policy, effects of anti-dumping measures, vertical
restraints, mergers, and international cartels on market access— that
took place in the OECD and elicits implications for Korean policy
makers.

The report pays particular attention to real world examples to help
explain the conceptual issues. The study concludes that the focus of
the OECD discussion has shifted from particular anti-competitive
issues such as vertical restraint or anti-dumping to rights of firms
under local competition laws, the merits of bilateral agreements, and
application of WTO principles such as transparency and non-
discrimination to bilateral agreements. This leads the authors to
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predict that whether a multilateral agreement is concluded or not in
the new round of the WTO, pressure from developed countries to
conclude bilateral agreements will take on a greater force.
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