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outbound) is classified as a tourist(or overnight visitor), if his/her trip includes an
overnight stay.”; WTO(2010), p. 10, “Visitor: A visitor is a traveller taking a trip to a
main destination outside his/her usual environment, for less than a year, for any main
purpose(business, leisure or other personal purpose) other than to be employed by a
resident entity in the country or place visited. A visitor(domestic, inbound, outbound)
is classified as a tourist(or overnight visitor), if his/her trip includes an overnight stay,
or as a same-dau visitor(or excursionist) otherwise,”

2) WTO(2010), p. 72. “Tourism expenditure: Tourism expenditure refers to the amount
paid for the acquisition of consumption goods and services, as well as valuables, for

own use or to give away, for and during tourism trips,”
3) FEFEAK2013), WHALE,
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Executive Summary

Cooperation between North
Korea and China in Tourism and
Policy Implication

Jiyeon Kim, Pilsoo Choi, Minkyung Lim, and Seung Kwon Na

China is the most significant partner to North Korea in economic
cooperation of tourism, In 2012, 4,500 North Koreans traveled China,
while at least 50,000 Chinese traveled North Korea, It is between April
and November that Chinese tourists visit North Korea, During winter,
North Korea close its door to foreign tourists due to a electronic power
shortage, ice formation, problem in heating supply, and other limitation
in environmental factors,

There are two different types of tour programs in North Korea, in
terms of border city tour and Pyongyang and other city tour, The first
one focuses on traveling border cities between the North and China,
while tour programs in the second one concentrate on traveling
Pyongyang and its neatby cities, Vehicle, train, or walking on foot is
main transportation in the border program, while airplane, cruise, train,
and vehicle are main transportation for the interior city tour, Average
cost for the border program is approximately 700~2,500RMB per
person, and it is 1,700~6,500 RMB per person for the Pyongyang and
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nearby city program. Yanji, Hunchun, Tumen, Shenyang, Dandong, and
Peking are gate cities for traveling North Korea, Travelers from Yanji,
Shenyang, and Peking are available for airplane, train, and vehicles,
while those departing from Hunchun, Tumen, and Dandong take only
train or vehicles,

There are 1,864 international travel agencies in China, and among
them only selected number of agencies which make contract with
national travel agencies in North Korea, in terms of Chosun
International Travel Agency, Chosun International Youth Travel Agency,
and Chosun International Physical Education Travel Agency obtain
authority to send Chinese trip to North Korea, There are approximately
15 authorized agencies in Yanji, Hunchun, and Tumen. In Shenyang
and Dandong, it is about 10 agencies, and there are approximately 10
agencies in Peking,

It is estimated that approximately 50,000~60,000 Chinese traveled
North Korea in 2012, It also estimated that North Korea earned
approximately 21, 7million ~34.6million US dollar through Chinese
travelers in 2012, When the fact that North Korea earned 86million US
dollar through Kaesong Industrial Complex in 2012 is considered,
economic cooperation size in tourism between the North Korea and
China is not small enough to be ignorant,

Based on the paper results, fundamentally growth potential in
tourism cooperation between North Korea and China is not high,
because of limited chinese tourist demand to North Korea, poor
infrastructure and system, and low rate of retumn in North Korea tour
goods,

But, it could be positive factor that chinese demand for overseas
travel is growing fast, And it is hard to estimate trend of china's
tourism demand to North Korea, because china travel agency started to
deal with travel good in North Korea, recently.
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