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m Executive Summary

A study on how to promote cooperation
between Korea and Japan in enhancing
energy efficiency

Sung Chun Jung and Hyong Kun Lee

Energy and climate change issue is one of the most urgent global issues
these days. Climate change negotiation is now under way through the UN
negotiation process to form Post-2012 climate change regime. Korea is likely
to be required to make comparable contribution to global mitigation efforts.
Stable energy supply is also a very important policy issue as newly growing
emerging economies demand more amount of fossil fuels. Under the current
situation, energy-saving activities and R&D on new and renewable energies
are getting more important.

Korean government announced its new economic growth strategy, so
called “green growth strategy” this year. According to it, Korean economy
will find its driving forces from green technologies, including new and
renewable energies. A lot of budget is to be input into the related industries
and R&G activities. This policy direction is right and it should be more

strongly propelled in the future.

Executive Summary | 147



However, we need to watch what is going on in the private sectors in
more detail to make sure that the above Korean government's green growth
strategy work effectively. This report surveyed some Korean manufacturing
companies on their energy-saving efforts and compared them with Japan. The
result of the survey is that Korean companies should make more efforts to
save energy and enhance the consumption of new and renewable energies.
They need to invest more resources in R&D on green technologies. Japan is
thought to be the most suitable partner to accomplish this goal.

This report suggested some policies and measures to promote
cooperation between the two countries, including common R&D on green
technologies, energy-saving model projects, and visiting programs provided to
managers of Korean SMEs. This report is based on the original survey report
“A Survey Project on Environment and Energy-saving Activities by Korean
companies and government.” This survey was conducted by Mitsubishi
Reserach Institute (MRI) and Korea Institute for International Economic

Policy (KIEP) in 2008.
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